What does it take to get a 90?

Consider the following words associated with each grade range below.

90-100 = exceptional – a superior performance with consistent strong evidence of:



- a comprehensive, incisive grasp of the subject matter



- an ability to make insightful, critical evaluation of the material given



- an exceptional capacity for original, creative, and/or logical thinking


- an exceptional ability to organize, to analyze, to synthesize, to integrate 

ideas, and to express ideas fluently

80-89 = excellent – an excellent performance with strong evidence of:



- a comprehensive grasp of the subject matter



- an ability to make sound critical evaluation of the material given



- a very good capacity for original, creative and/or logical thinking


- an excellent ability to organize, to analyze, to synthesize, to integrate 

ideas, and to express ideas fluently

70-79 = good – a good performance with evidence of:



- a substantial knowledge of the subject matter



- a good understanding of the relevant issues and a good familiarity with 

the relevant literature and techniques



- some capacity for original, creative and/or logical thinking


- a good ability to organize, to analyze, to synthesize, to integrate 

ideas, and to express ideas fluently

60-69 = satisfactory – a general satisfactory and intellectually adequate performance with evidence of:



- an acceptable basic grasp of the subject material



- a fair understanding of the relevant issues



- a general familiarity with the relevant literature and techniques



- an ability to develop solutions to moderately difficult problems related to 

the subject material



- a moderate ability to examine material in a critical and analytical manner

50-59 = minimal pass – a barely acceptable performance

< 50 = failure – an unacceptable performance

