Name : Jennifer Connors
Date: October 20, 2006
Grade: 5
Topic: Language Arts and Social Studies

Prior Knowledge: Some of the students will have some experience with going to the sugar woods, and most will likely have tasted maple syrup. Few if any will be aware of the contributions First Nations people have made to the industry. Most students can read the textual material being used and are able to attend to the reading

Materials: 

At Grandpa’s Sugar Bush, Margaret Carney & Janet Wilson

maple syrup 

spoons

story maps

Outcomes: 
· Students will be expected to use their background knowledge to question and analyze information presented in print and visual texts.
· Students will be expected to respond critically to texts by demonstrating growing awareness that all texts reflect a purpose and a point of view

· Student will be expected to contribute thoughts, ideas, and experiences to discussions, and ask questions to clarify their ideas and those of their peers, and appreciate the contributions of Aboriginal peoples and settlers to the agricultural industry of Canada
· Students will be expected to select, organize and combine relevant information from two or more sources related to the maple syrup industry to construct and communicate meaning 

Set:
Pour a spoon full of maple syrup on a spoon and ask several students to taste it.
Can someone tell me what this is? Elicit guesses. Encourage students to describe its taste. What does it taste like? Can you describe what it reminds you of? How do you know what it is? (work towards maple syrup with a rich description)

Development of Lesson: Questions…Who has been to the sugar woods? What time of year? What went on there? How do you suppose people figured out how to do this?
Let’s read a book about the process 

Show Grandpa’s sugar bush, while reading ask students questions
Cover: What is the boy doing on the cover? What do you suppose is in the pail? Why do you suppose?
Inside coverpage: What is this (pointing to the spile pail hanging on tree)? Is this the way sap is collected today? Why? why not? 

Grandpa: Who do you suppose this is? Doing what?

Have you ever walked in the snow like this? Tell me a bit about why this is like this?

Spiles: What are spiles?

Winter animal tracks: What ones have you seen?
Woodpeckers:  Have you seen any at bird feeders? What are their habits?
Trees, hundreds of years old: What are the clues to how they know that it is 100years old? What other ways might we know this?

Who has tasted sap? Tell us about it.

Local sayings similar to robin one?

Why is firewood needed for sugar bush?

Mapley… other words you could invent here to describe this?
Why glowing coals?
What is going on with the syrup? Why? Anything you’ve done similarly?
Compare the maple syrup process in the book to the process of using tubing to acquire sap? Explain why a farm may choose one method over another?
Engage students in a four stage piece of writing by asking them to fold a paper into four parts and draw and re-tell the story with four captions.

Closure: Two cents worth. Name one thing you learned about the maple syrup industry today? Tomorrow we are going to compare this story to the story of how Maple syrup was invented. Talk to your parents or brothers and sisters about their ideas.
Assessment: 
· Informally observe students use of background knowledge to question and analyze information presented in print and visual texts. Note who is and who is not asking questions. 
· Take in students’ writing and determine how they write related to the maple syrup industry to construct and how well are they communicating meaning?
Professional Growth Targets: 
· How does the type of question I use encourage students to predict, speculate, and be creative in their responses?
· Do my questions involve all students? Watch for distribution and wait time.
· How do I respond to them so that it encourages them to think feel involved, feel positive, about their participation.
