Rocks And Minerals: The Three Rock Groups

Outcomes: Students will be expected to relate characteristics of rocks and minerals to their uses (300-8).

Materials:

· Samples of sedimentary, metamorphic and igneous rocks
· Hand-held lenses
Procedure:
Engage : Ask students to recall some of the characteristics and categories of rocks and minerals they discovered in the previous lesson. Ask them if they can think of any possible benefits those characteristics could have for how the rocks are used.

Explore : Groups of students should be given a variety of samples of rocks from the three different types. Students should be asked to describe the rocks, and a list of descriptive words should be put on chart paper. Students should develop a chart as illustrated below to act as a reference in distinguishing the properties of the three different types of rocks. Some of the words that could be used to describe the various properties are:

Molten


Liquid



Water

Heat



Mud



Wind

Compaction


Change


Conglomerate

Fossil



Pressure


Lava

Sand



Ice



Deposited

Volcano

On completion of this explanation give students a variety of rocks and have them sort them according to the three types. 

Explain : Have them explain how they sorted them to the other groups and to discuss any differences in sorting.

Extend : Fill out the attached table.

Apply : Have students complete the hand out.

Name: ____________________________________

	Rock Type
	Properties

	Igneous
	

	Sedimentary
	

	Metamorphic
	


Activity Sheet: Three Rock Groups
Name:_________________________________

	Sample Number
	Rock Type
	Properties

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


Explanation of how the rock samples were sorted.

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
