Learning Center #3: Luster

Outcomes:

Students will be expected to explore physical properties of local rocks and minerals, using appropriate tools to collect and compare with those from other places (204-8, 205-5, 300-5, 300-6)

Materials:
· Bag of minerals

· Activity sheet

Procedure: Have a variety of minerals in a bag and have students examine them for their luster or ability to reflect light. Have them fill in the chart by sorting samples in three categories (metallic, glassy or dull).

NOTE: Luster is the degree and kind of brightness

	Mineral
	Luster

	Chalk
	Dull

	Galena
	Metallic

	Quartz
	Glassy

	Diamond
	Brilliant


Activity Sheet: Luster


NAME: _______________________________________

Examine the mineral samples in the bag. Decide for each sample which category its luster or shine falls under and record it on the chart below.

	Mineral
	Luster-Glassy
	Luster-Dull
	Luster-Metallic

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


What do we mean by the term luster as it relates to minerals?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

How does the luster of a mineral help to identify it?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
