Machines In The Real World
Outcomes: Students will be expected to describe examples of how simple machines have improved living conditions and identify machines that have been used in the past and that have developed over time (105-5, 107-8, 205-8)

Materials:
· Computers

· Related texts

NOTE: This lesson could be used as a field trip. See below.

Procedure: 

Engage – Students will be asked to list on the board some of the simple machines which they have discovered over the course of the unit so far. Then if they can, provide a real world example they can think of for each.

Explore/Explain – 

In Class: Students will be divided into groups of 2-4. Each group will be assigned a single simple machine type: wheel and axle, lever, pulley, inclined plane, wedge, or screw to identify in atleast 5 real world situations and then explain.

Field Trip: Students will be broken into groups of 4-6 and taken to a local farm at which each group will be responsible for recognizing their corresponding machine type (types listed above). When a group identifies an example of their machine they are asked to explain to the class what their machine is being used for and why it is important.

Extend – Ask students if they can think of any machines that don’t already exist that might be useful in every day life using these simple machines

Apply – Have students keep a record of the examples of their machines while on the field trip so that later they can be used in a class graph to chart the frequency of each machine type.
