Sound: Tin Can/Plastic Cup Phone
Outcomes: Relate vibrations to sound production and compare how vibrations travel differently through a variety of materials. (303-10, 303-11)

Materials: 

· Sample Tin Can phone

· Sample Plastic Cup phone

· String

· Scissors

· Plastic Cups (If from the kit, should be replenished)

Procedure:
Engage – Show students the tin can or plastic cup phone but don’t tell them what it is. Ask them to guess what it might be used for. After a bit of a class discussion if no student figures out what it is, explain to them and ask for a volunteer to try the phone out.
Explore – Allow students to make their own plastic cup phone with string and two cups in partners and try them out in a given space. NOTE: Punching holes in the cups before giving them to the students might be a good idea so there are no accidental stabbings/ruined cups.
Explain – Ask students what each part of the phone was for, why was the string important? Why were the cups important? How did the sound travel?
Extend – Compare this to a real telephone and explain how a real phone works.
Apply – Have students think of other things that vibrate in order to transmit sound (guitar strings, piano, etc.)
