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A PREDICTABLE PATH TO DISASTER

The Westray Mine Disaster is etched forever in the hearts
of Nova Scotians. The families of those lost in the tragic
explosion of 1992 have vowed the flame of remembrance
will continue to burn-THEIR LIGHT SHALL ALWAYS SHINE.

It is our hope that all who stand in this place will share our
loss in a way that words can never describe. All of us, as
citizens, must ensure such events never occur again.

The Westray Families Group would like to acknowledge
and thank all the individuals involved in the development
of this memorial park and interpretative presentation.

Interpretative Panels Unveiled May, 2001.

United Steelworkers of America
Métallurgistes Unis d'Amérique

CQOPERATION

Economic Diversification Agreement

Canadi

CHRONOLOGY OF A DISAST

@ Oct.3, 1988: Westray Coal Inc., a subsidiary of Curraugh Inc. of Toronto
was issued a mining lease for Pictou County coal.

® May 3, 1990:The Government of Canada approves $85 million loan guarantee
after lengthy negotiations; project is a month behind schedule.

@ Sept. 11, 1991: Curragh chairman Clifford Frame officially opens the mine.

® Sept. 28 - Oct. 12, 1991: Three major cave-ins raise safety concerns.

® Oct. 18, 1991: Department of Labour requires Westray to draft plan for
spreading of explosion-retarding limestone dust; it is filed.

® Nov. 22, 1991: Department of Natural Resources engineers reject changes
to the mine plan.

® Dec. 20, 1991: Department of Natural Resources approves the altered
mine plan

® March 28, 1992: Cave-ins force the closure of a major coal producing area.

® April 29, 1992: Department of Labour inspector orders the company to spread
limestone and clean up coal dust "to prevent an explosion." It
is not done.

® May 9, 1992: A methane and coal dust blast rips through the mine at 5:18 a.m.
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MONDAY

COUNTY INMOURNING HOPE DEAD

11 bodies found, 15 men still trapped Search suspended, four bodies recovered

5:18 a.m., May 9, 1992

On a cold wet Saturday morning after less than eight months of operation,a methane gas
explosion, fueled by coal dust, ripped through the Westray Mine in Plymouth, killing all 26
miners who were underground at the time - an entire shift.

Draegermen ( rescue crews ) worked feverishly from 6:30 a.m., May 9th to locate and rescue
the miners until 2:10 p.m., May 14th when Westray officials announced there was no
likelihood of survivors. Fifteen bodies were brought to the mine surface, while eleven young
men still lie entombed 350 metres (1300ft.) underground.
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[image: image4.jpg]THE AFTERMATH AND INQUIRY

“The tale that unfolds in the insuing narrative is the Westray Story. This is a story of incompetence,of mismanagement,
of bureaucratic bungling, of deceit, of ruthlessness, of cover up, of apathy, of expediency and of cynical interference.
It is a tragic story, with the inevitable moments of pathos and heroism. The Westray Story concerns an event that, in

all good common sense, ought not to have occured. It did occur - and that is our unfortunate legacy."

Justice Peter Richard, The Westray Story - Predictable Path to Disaster Executive Summary

® May 15, 1992: Justice Peter Richard of Nova Scotia @ June 9, 1995: Justice Anderson stays charges on 44th day of

Supreme Court named to head inquiry into disaster. criminal trial and rules prosecutors failed in duty to disclose
evidence to defendants.

@ Sept. 11, 1992: RCMP seizes documents from inquiry, seeks

evidence to determine if mine operators criminally negligent. ® Nov. 6, 1995: Inquiry opens hearings in Stellarton, N.S.

® Dec. 1, 1995: Court of Appeal decision states bias tainted

@ Oct. 5, 1992: Labour department files total of 52 charges under
Justice Anderson's ruling, and orders new criminal trial.

the Occupational Health and Safety Act (OHS Act)

@ July 22,1996: Inquiry hears closing arguments after

@ Dec. 10, 1992: Public Prosecution Services drop 34 charges
71 witnesses testify at 77 days of hearings.

under the OHS Act to prevent conflict with criminal charges.

® March 20,1997: Supreme Court of Canada upholds order for a
new trial, but two dissenting judges condemn Crown's
conduct of the case.

® March 4, 1993: Public Prosecution Services drop remaining
18 OHS Act charges.

@ April 30, 1993: RCMP charge Curragh Inc., mine manager Gerald
Phillips and underground manager Roger Parry with manslaughter
and criminal negligence causing death.

® Dec. 1, 1997: Inquiry releases its four -volume report.

® Dec. 19, 1997: Nova Scotia government apologizes to victim's

than $200 million.
@ June 30, 1998: Nova Scotia Public Prosecution stayed criminal

@ June 1994: Consultants advise against re-opening the mine. charges against Phillips and Parry having concluded that there
Ottawa and Nova Scotia write-off $83 million owed by Curragh. was not enough evidence to proceed to trial.
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[image: image5.jpg]THEIR LIGHT SHALL ALWAYS SHINE
MEMORIAL PARK

Soon after the 1992 Westray Mine explosion, the Westray Families Group decided to
look into the development and construction of a fitting memorial to honour the 26 men
killed in the disaster. Equally, we wish to express our heart-felt gratitude to the heroic
efforts of the various Draeger Crews and the unselfish and tireless work performed by
Pictou County groups, services and individuals during and after the rescue attempt.

Land was aquired, site preparation began, name selected- THEIR LIGHT SHALL
ALWAYS SHINE MEMORIAL PARK- and the monument was erected on site, just two
days prior to the first anniversary of the disaster. Many improvements have been
implemented to make the park the beautiful-memorial it is today.

G " _p SESERS S SO
& gt Ve JD/EO/C@ O{ C]M/{,Q/If, g The design for the granite monument was derived from the logo
and inscription created for the Plymouth Mine Disaster Fund by

United Steelworkers of America
Métallurgistes Unis d'Amérique

11 local Pictou County graphic designer John Ashton.

Qfﬁ W W.,a. The archway leading to the monument was hand forged by local

artist, E. A. Kuechler. On each side of the archway are scarlet

Rev. Glen Matheson trumpet honeysuckle vines.
The trees, donated by West River Greenhouses, are twenty
flowering crab and six red maple. These species were chosen

for their hardiness and unmatched beauty.
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Pictou Harbour

To Pictou

The Workers Monument,

Steeltown Centennial Park, Trenton
Dedicated to all the men and women
who have lost their lives or suffered
disabilities as a result of occupational
accidents and conditions.

Miners Monument, Foord St., Stellarton . g ) e
East River " Aninjury to one is an injury to all."

In commemoration of those who lost their lives in the Foord Pit drownings
October 12, 1880; the Foord Pit explosion November 12, 1880; the Allan Mine
explosions of January 23, 1918; and April 16, 1935; the MacGregor Mine
explosion January 14, 1952: and the Westray Disaster May 9, 1992.

Middle River Trenton

Sobeys Industrial Monument, 123 Foord St., Stellarton

A marker commemorating the mining history of Stellarton is located on the
grounds of the Sobey building on Foord St. The marker, designed by

the late Miller Tibbetts in consulation with David Sobey, pays tribute to the
pioneering industrial activity at the site. Made of solid red brick, it resembles
the buildings of two early mines.

MEN AND WOMEN
WHO HAVE LOST
THEIR LIVES OR

UFFERED DISABILITIES

AS A RESULT OF

"CUPATIONAL ACCIDENTS

Stellarton New Glasgow
Via Exit 24

Exit 25

. -
YOU ARE HERE Trans Canada Highway

Westville
E—

Via Exit 21 & 23 The Nova Scotia Museum of Industry, Foord St. Stellarton S —

RN

Miners Monument, Acadia Park, Westville

Erected by the employees of the Drummond Colliery
on October 22, 1891. To the memory of those who lost
their lives in the Drummond Colliery on May 13, 1873.

Experience the fascinating human story of Industry in Nova Scotia
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approved by the Lieutenant Gov- | A _ 3 fL \
ernor of Nova Scotia in Council, v/ f T
Order-in-Council No. 2000-229, 8 2

Trans Canada Highway

dated April 26, 2000 describes A Route 104
an area to be protected from any g S
petroleum related activities. e _g‘ G < sy

It comprises an area of some 97 4\
hectares (240 acres) and is con-
figured so as to provide an
offset distance of 152 metres
(500') on each side of the area ‘ o
known to contain unrecovered Thelr nght)Shaler.*
remains from the Westray Mine R s
disaster of May 9th, 1992. AIw/y,srs‘@me
This Zone will pay respect to - Mem\orlal Park.:.
those miners who perished and 8% V"t -
protect the sanctity of their final = -
resting place. It will also guaran- & PN
tee that no petroleum explora- ok ¥,
tion or development activities
will be permitted within this
exclusion zone.
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