
     

     

     

     

     

     

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

  

 
  A Spectacular Property 
  
 
� with lake access in a very 
beautiful part of the country 

 
� located on a Heritage Coast 
with long established Gaelic 
traditions 

 
� with some of the best sailing 
in the world 

 
� an energetic community 
willing to form partnerships 
for development 
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An Economic 
Development Opportunity 
     

 

A seven-acre property located 

beside the Bras d’Or Lake in 

Johnstown, Cape Breton is now 

available for sale or lease. 

 

Owned by the Johnstown 

Community Development 

Cooperative (JCDC), this site 

has served as a centre for 

community economic 

development since 1988. The 

property has particular potential 

as a prime location for 

commercial, residential, tourist, 

or service development. 

      Picture Yourself as Part of This Opportunity  
 
 
      

developer 

architect 

contractor 

investor 

citizen 



     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

      

 

Members of the JCDC have asked their Board of 

Directors to sell or lease the property while, at the 

same time, seeking environmentally friendly and 

sustainable development, compatible with a rural 

geographic setting, and continuing to provide 

community access to the Lake. The decision came 

out of these circumstances: 

 

• The JCDC formed in 1988 primarily to 

promote economic development in the 

community and thereby to enhance the area’s 

capacity to attract and keep year-round 

residents who would contribute to its life. 

The cooperative purchased the current site 

with its former school building to be the base 

for its economic and social activity. Since 

then, the site has hosted a range of 

commercial enterprises, and provided 

summer employment for local area students.               

 

• As business activity declined and the 

condition of the building deteriorated, the 

cooperative’s Board of Directors worked 

with representatives of other organizations in 

the community to ensure that this valuable 

site might continue to serve the area’s 

residents. A set of community consultations 

ensued and the following possible site uses 

were identified:  

 

Housing 
• condo development aimed at active 

seniors, an emerging demographic of 

middle to late aged adults who want 4 

to 6 months in a climate like Cape 

Breton’s while spending the 

remainder of the year in a warm, 

southern climate 

• time share – condo owners 

negotiating winter occupancy with 

local seniors who would return to 

their own residences during the 

summer months 

• seniors’ retirement housing complex 

 

Commercial 
• multi-use, non-industrial (medical 

services, incubator mall) 

• small marina and service facility 

 

Tourism 
• interpretive / presentation / 

entertainment centre for Gaelic 

cultural activities 

• adventure tourism – hiking tours, 

kayaking 

• campground for hostelling  

• visitor information and service centre 

• enhancement of local attractions 

 

Green Recreation Area 
• picnic area 

• amenities for youth activities 

 

Where we are 
 

15281 Highway #4
 

 
The site has 550 feet of water frontage on the Bras 

d’Or Lake and 450 feet on a sheltered cove. It has 

wharf and pier facilities in good repair and capable 

of accommodating both power and sail craft.  

 

Johnstown encompasses a set of seven localities 

with some 60 households, located beside Cape 

Breton Island’s Bras d’Or Lake. It is in the 

geographic centre of what is now known as Cape 

Breton’s Heritage Coast, approximately 75 kms 

southwest of Sydney on route 4.  

 

Route 4 is relatively un-traveled in comparison with 

the better-known trails on Cape Breton Island. 

However, the picturesque route includes such 

attractions as Rita’s Tea Room, located in Big Pond 

some 20 kms east of Johnstown, and the town of St. 

Peter’s, a similar distance to the west. St. Peter’s 

boasts many attractions including the canal which 

provides access from the Atlantic to the Bras d’Or 

Lakes, a marina, and world-renowned kilt-making 

and Scottish crafts facility. Also located nearby, in 

Ben Eoin, are a new golf course, an established ski 

hill, and a luxury inn complex. 

 

15281 Highway #4 
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