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Internet Expeditions - Thematic Units

Performance Based Learning and Assessment

"Performance Based Learning and Assessment is built on theories of learning, differences in learning styles, and perhaps most importantly the need to prepare the learner for life outside the classroom."

Cognitive Psychologists tell us that to gain understanding the learner has to connect new information with prior knowledge. This is highly individualistic since each learner has different prior knowledge and different learning styles.

Thematic Units recognize the connectivity of knowledge, thus minimizing the unnatural division among content areas. By encompassing several disciplines in the study of  a problem, the students solve problems and gain meaningful knowledge much as they would in the real world.  Read Pp. 184-188 in your text for the reasons behind this educational reform movement of the 1990s.

There are three Thematic units with suggested resources grouped by content areas:

· Oceans

· Ancient Civilizations - Greece and Rome

· The Rain Forest

Skim through Pp. 190-251 and use these resources for ideas for your WebQuest. Bookmark the sites you wish to use for future web lessons you may create. You may also want to see the web units created by former Ed467 students at http://iago.stfx.ca/people/jgreenla/Web_Units.html .

You may wish to link your lesson to another student's lesson on the same theme but in a different content area.

For example:  Because the Greeks contributed so much in mathematics, a math major may want to do a lesson on an aspect of geometry discovered by a Greek scholar. A social studies student may wish to explore this relationship to Town Planning and architecture found in  some famous Greek City  States 

Because famous mathematicians such as Pythagoras often had other areas in which they excelled, doing a lesson on the biography of a famous person will  allow you to naturally bring in other content areas.  By looking at an object from as many viewpoints as possible, the greater our understanding of the object will be.

When I was a high school student in the 1950s, the Rain Forest was mentioned in a paragraph or two in our Biology texts. In the 1990s, we are acutely aware of how the Rain Forest affects us all . It now is a major concern and requires much more in depth study.  This thematic unit presents wonderful opportunities to cross over between content areas.

Population Explosion, vastly improved  means of transportation and communications have all contributed to the shrinking of our planet. The oceans , its very circulatory system, are being threatened. Learning about this topic is very close to home in our maritime environment. It is easy to see that our students should be educated  about the biology and the mathematics of fish stocks in order to make sound political decisions as future responsible citizens.

Performance Based Assessments
In designing your WebQuest, you should determine the type and method for assessing student learning. Your text has an excellent explanation and review of  the types of Performance assessments on Pp. 252-262. Read these pages before deciding on a form of assessment for your WebQuest.

Principles of effective Classroom Assessment

· promote learning

· use multiple sources of information

· provide fair, valid, and reliable information

The learning outcomes you wish your students to have after your teaching is done should determine what methods of evaluation you will use. Which of the three types of outcomes do you wish to effect?

· Declarative Knowledge - Do you want your students to know facts, principles, generalizations?

· Procedural knowledge - Do they need to acquire skills, processes, strategies?

· Attitude, Values, or habits - Do you seek a change of disposition?

The following are some Methods of Assessment

· Selected response Items - T/F   Multiple choice   matching

· Constructed responses  - fill in blanks, short answer, label, diagram

· Products  - essay, term paper, lab report, poem, port folio, model

· Performances  - oral presentation, drama, demonstration

· Process-focused - oral exam, observation, interview

Assignment:

1. For one of your submitted articles in #1 of your Portfolio, print an article found on the Web about Performance Based Learning. Try  Infoseek Advanced Search
2. For one of your submitted articles in #1 of your Portfolio,  search for a significant paper on the Web about Performance Based Assessments as they relate to Learning Outcomes found on Web projects. 

3. Write a short commentary (less than a page ) about this article. What advantages do you see in this form of assessment? What might some objections be to this form of assessment? E-mail the attachment by October 29th.
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