More on Interactive Lesson Plan or Short WebQuest

The goal of a WebQuest of this nature is to gain significant new information and integrate it with previous knowledge - should be doable and completed by the average student in one to three class periods. If you wish to make it more complex, that is up to you.

A. Excellent directions for creating short and Longer term WebQuests can be found in  "Some Thoughts about WebQuests" at http://edweb.sdsu.edu/courses/EDTEC596/About_WebQuests.html by Bernie Dodge (the originator of the term "WebQuest") from San Diego State University. The following is taken from this page:

"Critical Attributes

WebQuests of either short or long duration are deliberately designed to make the best use of a learner's time. There is questionable educational benefit in having learners surfing the net without a clear task in mind, and most schools must ration student connect time severely. To achieve that efficiency and clarity of purpose, WebQuests should contain at least the following parts:

   1.An introduction that sets the stage and provides some background information. 

   2.A task that is doable and interesting. 

   3.A set of information sources needed to complete the task. Many (though not necessarily all) of the resources are embedded in the WebQuest document itself as anchors pointing to information on the World Wide Web. Information sources might include web documents, experts available via e-mail or realtime conferencing, searchable databases on the net, and books and other documents physically available in the learner's setting. Because pointers to resources are included, the learner is not left to wander through webspace completely adrift. 

   4.A description of the process the learners should go through in accomplishing the task. The process should be broken out into clearly described steps. 

   5.Some guidance on how to organize the information acquired. This can take the form of guiding questions, or directions to complete organizational frameworks such as timelines, concept maps, or cause-and-effect diagrams as described by Marzano (1988, 1992) and Clarke (1990). 

   6.A conclusion that brings closure to the quest, reminds the learners about what they've learned, and perhaps encourages them to extend the experience into other domains.

Some other non-critical attributes of a WebQuest include these:

   1.WebQuests are most likely to be group activities, although one could imagine solo quests that might be applicable in distance education or library settings. 

   2.WebQuests might be enhanced by wrapping motivational elements around the basic structure by giving the learners a role to play (e.g., scientist, detective, reporter), simulated personae to interact with via e-mail, and a scenario to work within (e.g.,you've been asked by the Secretary General of the UN to brief him on what's happening in sub-Saharan Africa this week.) 

   3.WebQuests can be designed within a single discipline or they can be interdisciplinary. Given that designing effective interdisciplinary instruction is more of a challenge than designing for a single content area, WebQuest creators should probably start with the latter until they are comfortable with the format"

B. Research to develop your topic might begin at his hotlist of sites for various areas at http://edweb.sdsu.edu/links/index.html 

C. Some WebQuests to look at might include the following:

· The Super WebQuest Page at http://edweb.sdsu.edu/webquest/webquest.html -check out the Examples and Collections to get ideas for your WebQuest.

· WebQuests: Teaching with the Web http://www.thacher.pvt.k12.ca.us/weaving/ExampleWebQuests.html 

· WebQuests in Earth Science http://earthview.sdsu.edu/trees/webqest.html 

· Halifax Explosion WebQuest at http://topcat.bridgew.edu/~kschrock/spring98/brown/
· The Titanic http://topcat.bridgew.edu/~kschrock/ED572/langille/index.htm
D. Some models of extras to include:

Scavenger Hunts: Egyptian Scavenger Hunt at http://edweb.sdsu.edu/courses/edtec670/egypt/hunt/EgyptHunt.html 

Astronaut Hunt at http://edweb.sdsu.edu/courses/edtec596/project2/AstroHunt.html 

Egyptian Adventure Game http://edweb.sdsu.edu/courses/edtec670/egypt/start.html 

E. Researching the Web. Read Chapter 5 in the text Pp. 140-180

· Search Directories -good place to start - Yahoo, Excite, Galaxy, Magellan, Infoseek, and Excite - most also have search options  

· Search Engines - allow you to drill down to details. Keep adjusting your keyword search string if you don't get desired results. Have patience and perseverance. Try Boolean operators. Good ones are Infoseek, Excite, Altavista, Open text, Yahoo
To get some good advice on refining searches, see Becoming a Power Searcher at http://edtech.sandi.net/triton/events/tpss98/searching.htm 
U. of Toronto has a great listing of search engines at: http://www.fis.utoronto.ca/internet/search.htm 

· Collections - are a gold mine for general topics in particular. See text and bookmark some of those in your area and general reference.

· References and Libraries – bookmark some of these found in your text.

F. Evaluating Resources - Guidelines

1. Check the URLs - edu, gov, and mil are usually pretty reliable sources if they are not from someone's personal account in that organization.

2. Authorship - check to see if it is a knowledgeable professional.

3. Accuracy- Check if it has been published. Does it use terminology accurately? Are there references to valid data?

4. Cross reference to see if the information is the same from another source.

5. Quality of writing- sloppy and immature writing is suspect.

6. Dates- check the date of the web page to insure it is up to date information.


Evaluating Internet sites by Fred Schouten gives some sources on this topic at http://www.peotone.will.k12.il.us/fs/validating.html 

The following sites serve as examples for critical review(Hint: evaluate using the previous guidelines

http://www.albany.edu/library/internet/addictions.html http://www.lme.mankato.msus.edu/mankato/mankato.html 

G. Internet Bibliography - Use the APA (American Psychological Association) standard to cite WWW sources.

The usual format gives the author first.(Date information was created ( Title of page ( URL or e-mail ( date information was accessed. Punctuation should be the same

throughout.

See How to Cite Internet Sources at http://edweb.sdsu.edu/courses/EDTEC572/f96projects/final/mammal/reference.html 
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