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he beaver is probably Canada’s best known wild animal.  Like the maple leaf, the beaver is an official emblem of Canada.  You can see its picture on the Canadian five-cent piece, or nickel.  The beaver was important to the fur trade that helped open up Canada.  The soft fur of the beaver became one of Canada’s first resources.
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[image: image11.wmf][image: image12.wmf]hen the French and English explorers came to North America, beaver were common in nearly every stream.  At that time, only a few beaver were left in Europe. This was because the inner layer of their soft, thick, waterproof fur was in great demand by hat makers in Europe.  The hairs were made into felt which was then formed into fashionable and expensive hats.  As well, the glands of the beaver, called castoreum, were used to make medicine.
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[image: image13.wmf]rading with the Indians for beaver furs was very profitable for both French and English fur traders.  As the traders paddled along rivers and lakes seeking new supplies of beaver pelts, they were led farther and farther west.
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[image: image14.wmf][image: image15.wmf]o important was this fur trade that in 1670, the Hudson Bay Company was formed and granted the sole right to trade with the Indians in all the lands whose rivers emptied into Hudson Bay.  Fur-trading posts were built and were even fought over for control of the fur trade.  By the time the fashion in Europe had changed from the fancy fur felt hats to silk hats, the beaver in Canada were nearly wiped out.  Fortunately, laws were passed to protect the beaver, so the animal is no longer rare.
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ithout the early fur traders spreading across the northern and western part of the continent, Canada would not have been explored so quickly or so much of it claimed by England and France.  It is strange that such a quiet and friendly animal as the beaver was so closely involved in the exploration and early development of Canada.
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