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> I anyone making use of "Cyberpatrol", "Net Nanny", etc. type of 

> programs.... and will they work in a networked environment for 

> restricting Internet access?

> 

> Impressions?

We've examined these options here at BEC, and conclude that the 

only way to stay on top of potential abuse at the Junior/Senior High 

level is to monitor use of Internet access personally...real teachers 

watching real students.  If they know that there's no "leisure 

browsing", they comply, or they leave the room.  When they sign an 

AUA, they are expected to read the document that they have signed.

When they blunder into a "bad" site, they are told to get out quickly 

and move on.  If they bookmark the site or call to friends to look at 

the inappropriate site, they've broken the agreement.  The most 

difficult part is getting some teeth behind the consequences.  The 

tendency is for administrators to take smoking and scuffling in the 

hallway more seriously than inappropriate use of the Internet.

If it gets really distasteful, no one wants to bring the incident in full 

public view, for indeed it could be very embarrassing for the school 

and the community alike.  Guest books are a terrific way for former 

grads, parents and expatriate CBers to keep in  touch, but I've had 

to resort to filtering messages before they appear in the book...the 

biggest offenders being the students who use it to insult each other 

on a global scale.  We don't allow Chat Sites or News Groups, and 

use on-line cameras for special projects only.  We give assignments 

that make use of the WEB and try to encourage critical assessment 

of the sources of this info.  For the most part the novelty has worn 

off, and the students use it to get their assignments done...I think 

this Internet stuff is beginning to work out just fine :-)
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