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Appendix A:

Object Linking and Embedding 

Summary

The following summary is available at the end of the appendix in the textbook.

The essential difference between linking and embedding is that linking does no place an object into the destination file (compound document), but only a printer (link) to that object. Embedding, on the other hand, places ( a copy of) the object into the destination file. Linking is dynamic whereas embedding is not.

Linking requires that an object be saved in its own (source) file, and further that the link between the source file and the destination file maintained. Linking is especially useful when the same object is present in multiple documents, because any subsequent change to the object is made in only one place (the source file), but will be automatically reflected in the multiple destination files.

Embedding does not require an object to be saved in its own file because the object is contained entirely within the destination file. Thus, embedding lets you distribute a copy of the destination file, without including a copy of the source file, and indeed, there need not be a separate source file. You would not, however, want to embed the same object into multiple documents because any subsequent change to the object would have to be made in every document.

Objectives

There are no objectives given in the textbook for this appendix.

Key Words and Concepts

The key words and concepts section is located at the end of this appendix in the textbook. 

Clipboard
Embedding 
Object linking and embedding (OLE)

Common user interface
In-place editing
Paste Special command

Compound document
Insert Object command
Source file

Copy command
Linking
Taskbar

Destination file
Multitasking


Lecture Slides and Notes

There are no slides available for this appendix.

Answers to Multiple Choice Exercises

There are no multiple choice questions available for this appendix.

Solutions to Practice with Word Exercises

There are no practice exercises available for this appendix.

Solutions to Case Studies 

There are no case studies available for this appendix.

Teaching Ideas and Strategies

It usually helps when explaining OLE to draw a graphic on the board to illustrate the concept. I draw linking on 1 side of the board and embedding on the other.  This makes it much easier to compare the two, and understand the differences.

Start with two files. One can be a word file and the other can be something such as a logo graphic. Pick filenames for the files so that you can refer to each easily. 


Linking 

Embedding

· If a change is made to Logo.bmp in the future, it is also reflected in the Letter.doc file.
· If a change is made to Logo.bmp in the future, it is not reflected in the Letter.doc file.
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