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Political Science 100 is the entry level course for all students who wish to take upper level courses in the discipline.  It must, therefore, provide a firm grounding in the basics of government and politics.  It also serves as a gateway providing students with an introduction to the different sub-fields of Political Science for later course work.

Even for students who plan to take no other Political Science course, PSCI 100 will present an interesting overview of contemporary politics.  It will provide these students with an informative overview of their own Canadian political system as well as other countries’ governmental systems.   The course also provides some exposure to contemporary political issues both domestic and international.

The course will include the following elements or topics:

*
Basic concepts and definitions of politics.

*
Some introduction to alternative approaches and models.

*
Democracy -- a thorough conceptual investigation of this term and its various forms.

*
Political ideologies (conservatism, liberalism, socialism)

*
Political institutions (executives, legislatures, etc.)

*
Political processes (parties, elections, interest groups)

*
International relations and perspectives from other countries.

*
Reference to Canadian government and politics in a comparative perspective and to contemporary political issues.

Required Texts
      Dickerson and Flanagan, An Introduction to Government & Politics 8th Ed. (Dickerson).





- this book will be used both terms

There will be at least one other small paperback assigned later [2nd term.]
Also on Reserve at Library: Kahn and McNiven, An Introduction to Political Science.





Bowden, “Tales of the Tyrant,” Atlantic Monthly, May 2002, pp35-53.

Dahl, Chapter 1 & 2. (Democracy and Its Critics.)





Rand McNally World Facts and Maps




Gerald Segal, The World Affairs Companion.

Mark Distribution 
October Quiz

10 %

First Term Assignments

10

Christmas Exam 

20

Classroom Participation

 5

February Quiz

10

Second Term Essay

15
Final Exam

25
Classroom Participation

 5

Basic Procedures  - Very Important
· All work is due on the date given.  

· A penalty will be assessed for late papers: this takes the place of any other kind of extension.  

· Normally be submitted in 2 forms: a paper copy and an e-mail copy to shollowa@stfx.ca.

· Make-up tests are usually not given: if they are, they can be more difficult than the original. 

· There are no “makeup or extra credit” assignments in this course.

· Check for exam scheduling problems now:  no changes are permitted later.

Plagiarism
Plagiarism is defined as the passing off of anyone else's work as one's own. Plagiarism is deemed to have occurred when a student either:

a)
directly copies more than one or two sentences of another's written work without acknowledgement; or

b)
closely paraphrases the equivalent of a short paragraph or more without acknowledgement; or

c)
borrows, without acknowledgement, any ideas in a clear and recognizable form in such a way as to present them as the student's own thought, where such ideas, if they were the student's own, could contribute to the merit of his or her own work.

Students who plagiarize usually receive zero for their work and may be dismissed from the university. 
Course Outline 

1.
The Methods and Basics of Politics

Read:
Dickerson, Chapter Intro and Chapters 1,2,3,4.

2.
Forms of Government – Democracy, Authoritarianism, Totalitarianism
Read:
Dickerson, Chps 16, 17, 19



On Reserve: 





Bowden, “Tales of the Tyrant,” Atlantic Monthly, May 2002, pp35-53.

Dahl, Chapter 1 & 2. (Democracy and Its Critics.)

3.
Ideologies

Read:
Dickerson, Chps 9, 10, 11, 12, 14



Optional: Kahn, Chapter 7 (Constitutions)

4. 
Sources of Interests 

Read:
Dickerson, Chps  5, 22, 23, 24 

5. 
Parties and Elections

Read:
Dickerson, Chps  23 & 25

6.
Laws, Constitutions and Legislatures

Read:
Dickerson, Chps  6,7, 26

Optional: Kahn, Chapter 7 (Constitutions)

7. 
Basic institutions - Parliamentary and Presidential

Read:
Dickerson, Chp 20 & 21.

8
Policy-making and implementation

Read:
Dickerson, Chps 27, 28, 29 

9.
Foreign Policy and World Affairs

Read:
Dickerson, Chp 8.

10.
International Organizations and Issues

Read: Kahn, Chapter 17, 18
