
PS451 IR SeminarPRIVATE 


Holloway ph.867-2127, office 709.


Fall 2012

This seminar seeks to introduce the student to the advanced theories and important new research of International Relations and also to prepare the student for graduate level work in this field.  It is a seminar not a lecture class and therefore focuses on reading, writing and discussion in class.  Class meets once a week on Tuesday afternoons 2:15 to 5pm.

There will be no tests or quizzes and the grade will be based on the students' preparation, presentation and participation in class discussion, short weekly assignments, and one larger term-paper.  Typically, at the end of each class, we will divide up a text for the following class with each student responsible for preparing a one page precise or outline and giving a brief presentation of the material in class as the basis for classroom discussion.  The outlines are due Tuesday morning to allow me time to make multiple copies for each class member. 


Some students may now be seeking to qualify for the "Advanced Major" degree which requires a Senior Paper.  The Poli Sci department has decided that the Senior Paper will be written as part of the Seminar class work.  In this seminar, it will be defined as an expanded version (25 pages instead of 10) of the Second term paper.

Books this term:


Daniel Drezner, Theories of International Politics and Zombies.

Jack Levy, Causes of War

Mark Schafer, Groupthink vs High Quality Decision-Making

Ghemawat, World 3.0
All of these are available in the bookstore and the reserve desk of the library.  Term papers will be due the last meeting of the class, must have their topics approved before submission and, if late, will be charged a late penalty (2 pts per day) in lieu of any form of extension.

Important International Relations Journals available at StFX:

  Main Policy Journals:


Foreign Affairs

Foreign Policy

International Affairs 

Current History

International Journal

   Academic Journals:


International Studies Quarterly


International Organization


International Studies Review


Millennium



Review of International Political Economy

Global Governance    


Journal of Peace Research



World Politics


Journal of Conflict Resolution


Journal of Conflict Studies
