Basic definitions for PS 100
Government -a central organization that makes public decisions for a community

Authority   - the right to rule; the right or the sanction to make decisions
Legitimacy -a sense of being rightly or properly ruled

Robert Dahl: definition of power: A has power over B to the extent that A can get B to do something that B would not otherwise do.

Political actors: 
persons who act to achieve political ends
Politics

Harold Lasswell 

-Politics: Who Gets What, When and How

David Easton's definition 

-the authoritative allocation of values for a society 

Fields of Political Science
Political philosophy
-systematic study of the classics of political science

National Government and Politics

- the study of the domestic politics of one's own country

Public Administration

-the study of agencies of government which administer policy decisions

Comparative Government and Polihcs
· the study of the domestic politics of other countries

International Relations
-the study of the interactions of nation-states, international organisations and other non-state actors above the national level
Other terms

Normative Politics
-the study of “what ought to be" rather than "what is" in politics
Empiricism 

-the belief that all knowledge of fact is based upon or derived from experience. 
Absolute Sovereignty

-the belief that the state has absolute and final legal authority over all domestic matters and is not subject to any outside power

