Political Science 399  Research Methods

Fall 2012
Dr Holloway NH 709 ph 2127 email: shollowa
This three credit course is designed to give a general introduction to the methods and controversies of research in the field of Political Science today.  Students will gain experience in the understanding basic statistics and the use of the computer in social science research.  Emphasis will be placed on pragmatic understanding of the ubiquitous political phenomena of opinion polling, predictions of election results, and quantitative visual and statistical presentations in current Political Science journals.  The tools learned in this course may broaden employment opportunities and/or offer an introduction to post-graduate research method courses.  Aimed at the basic level, no prior mathematical or computer skills are required. The course is recommended for all Political Science majors.

Assignments and examinations are due on the dates given.  Late research papers are assessed a late penalty per day late.  Both a printed copy and electronic version must be submitted.  Make up exams are usually not given and may be tougher than the original.
Books:

LeRoy, Michael, Research Methods in Political Science 8th Ed (“Roy” in outline.)


Note: you also need the software, so “Used” may not be a good idea.

Thomas Cathcart & D Klein, Aristotle and an Aardvark go to Washington.



(“Cathcart” below) also on reserve.
     On reserve:

David Marsh and Gerry Stoker, Theory and Methods in Political Science (Basingstoke: Macmillan Press Ltd, 1995.)   (M&S in outline)

James R Brown, Who Rules in Science (“JR Brown”) .

Alan Isaak, Scope and Methods in Political Science.

Jonathan Rauch, The Kindly Inquisitors
Marking will be based on:

Classroom assignments
20%

Quiz



20%

Final exam 


35%

Research paper (26th Nov)
20% 

Class Participation

5%

Outline of topics:

I. Introduction and the First Great Debate: Traditional versus Behavioural 

Historical, Institutional, Legal, and Normative

R.A. Rhodes, "The Institutional Approach", M&S, chpt 2. (required)
Isaak, Chp 3 (optional)

II. The Scientific Approach

Behaviour and quantitative methods

Roy, Chpts 1 & 2.

JR Brown, Chp 1(Skim), Chp 2 & Skim5. (Optional)
W.L. Miller, “Quantitative Methods”, M&S, Chp8. (optional)
David Saunders, “Behavioural Analysis”, M&S, chp3 (optional)

Isaak, Chp 4 (optional)

III Data and measurement

Types of data, graphic presentation,

Roy, Chpts 3-5.

Optional: Colin Hay, "Structure and Agency" M&S, chpt 10.

Isaak, Scope and Methods, Chpts 5, 6, & 8.

IV Sampling and Surveys

Roy, Chpt 6

V.  Some Basic Univariate descriptive statistics

The "average" case, frequency distributions and measures of variability.

Computer tools for entering and storing data (Excel).

Roy, Chpts 7(only to page 133) and all of 8. 




VI. Simple measures of bivariate association

Hypothesis test, significance test, normal distribution, t-test and chi-square.

Roy, Chpts 9 - 11

VII. Correlation and beyond

Pearson correlation, intervening variables and spurious correlation, scatter plots and regression.

Roy, Chpts 12-13.

VIII. More on Methods

Evaluating Arguments:

Cathcart, Part 1 & 2 (required)

VIII. Recent Challenges to the Scientific Method

Suggestions for further reading:

JR Brown, and Rauch books.

David Howarth, "Discourse Theory", M&S, chpt 6.
