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A. Introduction

This report will focus on gender differences in the incomes of recent graduates from StFX.  Every second year StFX surveys graduates who completed their degrees either five or ten years ago (surveys have been done in 1997, 1999, 2001, and 2003). Starting salaries, current income, and income of those with partners are among the questions posed. Response rates have typically been in the range of 30 percent to the mailed questionnaire.

B. Results

In addition to the bar graphs presented below, Table 1 (after the graphs) shows the starting salaries for graduates from different areas of study by gender. A few comments will be made on the graphs in order to clarify or to add information relevant to each of them.
Graph 1.

Over the past number of years there is not much disparity in the starting salaries paid to female as compared to male graduates. For the decade, the females’ starting salaries averaged out to be about 97% of the males averages.  In 1987, 1991, and 1992 the females were slightly ahead of the males.  In addition, note that over the decade starting salaries increased by about $7,000. 

Graph 2.

Five years after graduation, the gap between the male and the female graduates widens somewhat to the point where females are earning about 83% of what the males are earning. Overall current salaries grew by about $10,000 between 1997 and 2003; by 2003 those out five years averaged about $43,000 per year.
Graph 3.

After ten years the gap between the male and female graduates has continued to grow with females now earning 69% of what their male counterparts were earning. By 2003 the females averaged $45,747, the males $66,248.  This difference, incidentally is not explained by whether the respondent worked full- or part-time. The gap in income by gender between full-time and part-time employed respondents was $11,175 for those employed full-time and $10,131 for those employed part-time. (See Winston Jackson, The Impact of Student Loans on Later Income: The Experience of 1997-2003 StFX Graduates. Office of Institutional Analysis, StFX, June, 2004, p. 5).
Graph 4.

The incomes of two-earner households is presented in the fourth graph. Ten years after graduation for those respondents with a partner who was employed, the female graduates report mean incomes of $92,646, male graduates $103,388. In this case, the females were in households earning 89.6% of the amount earned by male graduates and their partners.
Graph 5.

Current incomes by program of study are reported by all respondents whether they have been out either 5 or 10 years.  The gender differences in income are the greatest among social science and business graduates. Among the social science graduates, females are paid on average $36,613 while their male counterparts are paid $63,866; there is a similar wide gender gap in the case of Business and Information Systems where males are paid $72,144 compared to $51,634 for the female graduates.
Graph 6.

Graph six shows that the gap in current income between the genders increases the longer the time since graduation.  
Table 1.

Table 1 displays the starting salaries for graduates of different types of programs by gender. Note that in 1987, 1991 and 1992 that the mean starting salary of female graduates was slightly higher than that of the males. Overall, female starting salaries were about 97% that of the males.
Graph 1. Mean Starting Salaries, by Gender, StFX Graduates 1987-1998, All Programs 


Graph 2. Mean Current Income Five Years After Graduation, by Gender, StFX Graduates 1992-1998, All Programs 
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Graph 3. Mean Current Income 10 Years After Graduation, by Gender, StFX Graduates 1987-1993, All Programs 
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Graph 4. Mean Joint Current Incomes Ten Years After Graduation, by Gender, StFX Graduates 1987-1993, All Programs 
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Graph 5. Mean Current Income (1997 to 2003) by Gender, by Program, StFX Graduates, Out Either 5 or 10 Years 
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The grouping into areas of study were as follows: Humanities: all Arts disciplines, excluding the social sciences; Social Sciences: Anthropology, Economics, Political Science, Psychology, & Sociology; Business & IS: prior to the 2001 survey Information Systems was included in the Applied Science category; Science: Biology, Chemistry, Geology, Mathematics, & Physics; Applied Science: Human Kinetics (PE), Human Nutrition, Computer Science, & Nursing; Education: Education, Adult Education.

Graph 6. Mean Current Income (1997 to 2003) by Gender, by Time Since Graduation, StFX 
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Table 1. Mean Starting Salaries by Area of Study and Gender, StFX Graduates*

	Area of Study**
	Gender
	1987
	1989
	1991
	1992
	1993
	1994
	1996
	1998

	 Humanities 

                 
	Male
	23,542
	28,529
	32,111
	19,875
	23,500
	31,905
	***
	***

	
	Female
	24,967
	24,833
	28,853
	22,917
	25,943
	25,513
	28,285
	32,625

	 Soc Sciences
	Male
	28,250
	26,912
	27,000
	22,438
	34,255
	29,196
	***
	***

	
	Female
	24,000
	22,617
	28,067
	19,924
	25,957
	27,934
	26,365
	25,059

	 Business & IS
	Male
	20,931
	26,731
	28,125
	27,375
	26,389
	25,100
	31,444
	30,857

	
	Female
	21,007
	21,864
	34,500
	22,159
	28,409
	23,917
	25,731
	27,121

	 Science
	Male
	29,650
	31,754
	34,000
	***
	44,075
	33,571
	***
	37,767

	
	Female
	36,467
	25,143
	26,585
	***
	37,164
	32,500
	37,063
	31,033

	 Applied Science
	Male
	28,300
	26,920
	29,915
	***
	33,500
	32,819
	***
	38,417

	
	Female
	28,269
	27,000
	31,408
	30,467
	35,268
	29,737
	34,088
	43,000

	 Education
	Male
	***
	***
	***
	38,300
	40,600
	37,188
	***
	44,880

	
	Female
	24,125
	***
	33,625
	36,350
	35,664
	33,333
	42,200
	37,855

	  Overall Means
	Male
	25,610
	29,125
	29,897
	26,407
	32,363
	30,289
	33,261
	35,803

	
	Female
	26,592
	25,434
	29,971
	26,779
	30,692
	28,315
	30,989
	32,241


*The data are based on the 1997, 1999, 2001, and 2003 survey of alumni who had graduated 5 and 10 years prior to the survey being conducted. 

**The grouping into areas of study were as follows: Humanities: all Arts disciplines, excluding the social sciences; Social Sciences: Anthropology, Economics, Political Science, Psychology, & Sociology; Business & IS: prior to the 2001 survey Information Systems was included in the Applied Science category; Science: Biology, Chemistry, Geology, Mathematics, & Physics; Applied Science: Human Kinetics (PE), Human Nutrition, Computer Science, & Nursing; Education: Education, Adult Education.

***Not reported: N less than 5
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