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Market Shares: Entering Students with Averages Above 75%, Selected Maritime Universities, 1994-2003

This report examines the trends in enrolments of students with averages above 75% for the period 1994-2004.  The tables will report on average grades for all students entering the selected universities, the percent having averages above 75%, and finally will show the trends in market share for those students with averages above 75%.
Methodology
Data on the incoming averages (see Table 1) and the percent over 75 (see Table 2) were assembled from the Maclean’s Universities’ edition for the years 1994-2003.  Data on the number of students in the above 75% were collected from the AUCC (they compile the information from that submitted directly to them by the universities.)  Unfortunately all universities do not always submit their data to AUCC and so there are some gaps in the data. By summing the numbers for each year it was possible to get an estimate of the total number of students with averages above 75% who entered the selected universities for each of the years. It was then possible to compute the market share each university had for each year (see Table 3). 
The selection of universities was based on the idea of choosing StFX’s major regional competitors.  All institutions but Dalhousie fall into the “primarily undergraduate” category used by Maclean’s.  
In using Maclean’s data there is always the caution that these are the numbers reported to Maclean’s for purposes of the annual rankings and are therefore subject to interest bias. In addition, there were 10 cells where no information was available (out of a total of 180 cells) and, in these cases, the value assigned was set to the value in the adjacent year for that university.  (Missing cell information was UCCB =  4; Acadia = 5; St. Thomas = 1.)
Results
Table 1 reports the average entering grades for students 1994-2003.  Overall the averages have increased by about 4 points over the 10 year period.  In 1994 StFX was 8th out of the nine universities in entering averages; by 2003 StFX was 3rd out of the 9 institutions, with only Mount Allison and Dalhousie ahead of us. StFX has shown the strongest increase in this measure.
Table 2 reports the percent of first entry students with averages above 75%.  The trend has been quite strong toward increasing the proportion of students with averages above 75.  The selected institutions have gone from an average of 59.7 in 1994 to an average of 80.5 percent of the students having averages above 75%. In this time span StFX has gone from 55.7 to 85.1 percent having averages above 75%. Once again StFX has shown the most robust increase on this criterion.

Table 3 reports on changes in the market share each institution had of the over 75% students for each of the 10 years.  Dalhousie, St. Thomas, and StFX have shown the greatest increases in market share, with Dalhousie capturing more that 1 in every 4 of these better students. Despite being half the size of Saint Mary’s, StFX has almost as many of the better students as does Saint Mary’s.  Interestingly, Mount Allison is dropping somewhat in its market share even though it has the reputation as the most academically elite of the primarily undergraduate market.

Table 1.  First Entry Student Averages, 1994-2003
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                       Average   Average   Average   Average   Average   Average   Average   Average   Average   Average

University                  94        95        96        97        98        99        00        01        01        03

____________________  ________  ________  ________  ________  ________  ________  ________  ________  ________  ________

Acadia                    80.5      80.9      81.0      81.2      81.8      81.2      82.2      81.8      82.9      82.6

Dalhousie                 80.0      81.8      82.3      83.1      84.2      85.1      84.5      83.9      84.1      84.2

Mount A                   82.1      84.8      83.6      85.1      83.0      83.6      85.1      85.4      84.9      85.5

Mount St. Vincent         77.3      78.0      77.5      78.8      80.0      78.6      80.4      79.6      80.6      80.9

Saint Mary's              76.5      76.5      77.4      76.3      76.9      77.2      78.8      78.3      78.7      78.6

St. Thomas                76.3      79.0      79.0      80.4      80.4      81.7      80.4      82.0      82.0      83.0

StFX                      76.9      79.9      78.0      78.8      79.0      80.0      80.7      82.3      82.5      83.4

UCCB                      73.6      74.9      75.8      76.0      77.3      77.9      79.0      77.2      76.6      79.4

UPEI                      78.9      80.1      78.7      78.5      79.5      77.2      78.1      78.0      80.4      80.2

  Average (of Averages)   78.0      79.5      79.3      79.8      80.2      80.3      81.0      80.9      81.4      82.0
Table 2.  Percent of First Entry Students with Averages Above 75%, 1994-2003
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                       Percent   Percent   Percent   Percent   Percent   Percent   Percent   Percent   Percent   Percent

University                  94        95        96        97        98        99        00        01        01        03

____________________  ________  ________  ________  ________  ________  ________  ________  ________  ________  ________

Acadia                    75.2      80.2      77.7      78.8      80.1      79.1      82.2      80.3      84.8      83.3

Dalhousie                 76.5      86.2      89.4      91.6      93.7      95.8      89.4      90.4      91.5      91.8

Mount A                   73.5      92.0      86.4      88.8      79.5      76.9      82.5      87.7      92.8      93.9

Mount St. Vincent         55.7      63.9      59.4      65.5      74.7      62.6      74.0      72.3      75.8      74.1

Saint Mary's              54.1      53.5      53.9      49.6      56.0      59.0      65.6      66.3      67.6      74.8

St. Thomas                55.9      67.6      73.7      76.8      74.5      74.5      75.8      81.1      80.0      82.4

StFX                      55.7      70.9      62.0      60.9      67.3      69.8      73.5      82.0      83.7      85.1

UCCB                      43.7      35.1      39.3      35.0      38.2      46.4      61.8      35.7      55.6      69.0

UPEI                      47.2      50.8      63.9      62.8      61.6      60.6      59.0      54.6      71.1      70.4

 Average (of averages)    59.7      66.7      67.3      67.8      69.5      69.4      73.8      72.3      78.1      80.5
Table 3.  Share of Market of Students with a 75% Plus Grade, 1994-2003

                        Market    Market    Market    Market    Market    Market    Market    Market    Market    Market

                         Share     Share     Share     Share     Share     Share     Share     Share     Share     Share

University                1994      1995      1996      1997      1998      1999      2000      2001      2002      2003

____________________  ________  ________  ________  ________  ________  ________  ________  ________  ________  ________

Acadia                   11.04     14.36     10.99     10.23     10.59     10.72      9.72     10.18      9.47      8.92

Dalhousie                22.12     26.11     38.40     38.97     27.94     26.09     23.89     21.31     22.33     25.85

Mount A                  10.89      9.14      7.31      8.00      9.46     11.27      9.30      9.22      9.44      8.34

Mount St. Vincent         4.99      5.84      4.16      4.76      4.52      4.69      5.54      5.80      4.92      4.49

Saint Mary's             20.33     14.45     12.05     10.67     14.74     14.47     15.54     16.48     14.88     14.70

St. Thomas                5.44      6.70      5.67      6.33      6.87      6.80      8.51      9.77     10.74     10.00

StFX                     10.21      9.38      8.84      8.78     13.05     12.52     11.09     12.82     12.99     13.32

UCCB                      8.47      7.91      6.80      6.23      6.32      6.86      8.41      6.13      8.00      7.44

UPEI                      6.52      6.11      5.78      6.01      6.51      6.60      8.01      8.29      7.22      6.93
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