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Introduction

For those involved in StFX student recruitment a concern is sometimes expressed over the declining number of youth in Eastern Nova Scotia and in Cape Breton. This brief paper will reveal some of the numbers that relate to this question.
The Methodology

Data were assembled showing the number of live births by year in various regions within Nova Scotia. The data were then lagged so that opposite each year we show the number of live births 18 years previously.  (The 18 year lag is to capture an estimate of the number of people who fall within the age students are when they typically begin university studies.)  For each region within Nova Scotia we also show the “StFX participation rate” which is the percent of the 18 year-old pool who register at StFX in each year.  Note that this data refer to the number at StFX and excludes any who went to other universities or to other post-secondary institutes.  It is to be noted that these are only estimates and no attempt has been made to take into account in- and out-migration during the 18 year lag period.  
Results

Table 1 & 2 show the number of births and the StFX participation rates for students from Nova Scotia divided into three regions Cape Breton, Eastern Nova Scotia (Pictou, Antigonish, and Guysborough counties), Other Nova Scotia, and a total for all of Nova Scotia.  
Table 1 reports on the percentage of 18 year-olds from Cape Breton and Eastern Nova Scotia who enrolled in StFX in each of the years between 1983 and 2004.  It is to be noted that in Cape Breton the population of 18 year olds dropped 40.5 percent over the period (from 3,759 down to 2,236) but the StFX participation rate climbed slightly from 4.6% to 6.3%.  Note that the total number entering StFX from Cape Breton dropped from 173 in 1983 to 140 in 2004.  (But note as well that in 2003 168 entered StFX from Cape Breton.)  The recent decline may reflect more competition from other institutions or increases in the entrance requirements at StFX.  
In the three counties nearest to StFX (Pictou, Antigonish, and Guysborough) the StFX participation rates are much higher than in Cape Breton; 16.6% of the 18 year-olds enrolled in StFX in 1983; in 2004 the percentage stood at 18.5.  During this span the population of 18 year-olds declined from 1,467 to 1,150--a decline of 21.6 percent. Given the slight increase in participation rates the decline was only 30 students.  
Table 2 shows the data for the rest of mainland Nova Scotia (excluding the three eastern counties) as well as the totals for all of Nova Scotia.  In the mainland the population of 18 year-olds declined from 11,298 to 8,972 (-20.6%) from 1983 to 2004; the number of students however increased from 77 to 262 and increase of 240%. Note that the big increase started in 1997 where, in one year, we added 64 students.  The column showing StFX participation rates shows a four fold increase.

The last three columns of Table 2 show the totals for Nova Scotia. The overall decline is from 16,524 18 year-olds in 1983 to 12,358 in 2004 ( a decline of 25.2%).  During this period StFX almost doubled in the number of Nova Scotia students attending the institution (from 384 to 615). 
Table 1. Percent of 18 Year Olds Entering StFX 1983-2004, 

Cape Breton & Eastern Nova Scotia

                                                Number

                                               of Live

            Number                              Births

           of Live    Number                        in    Number

            Births   Entered                   Eastern   Entered

           in Cape      StFX                      Nova      StFX    Eastern Nova

            Breton      from     Cape Breton    Scotia      from          Scotia

          18 Years      Cape  Participation:  18 Years   Eastern  Participation:

Year       Earlier    Breton       % at StFX   Earlier        NS       % at StFX

________  ________  ________  ______________  ________  ________  ______________

1983         3,759       173             4.6     1,467       243            16.6

1984         3,453       200             5.8     1,468       235            16.0

1985         3,092       160             5.2     1,427       246            17.2

1986         2,953       163             5.5     1,395       230            16.5

1987         2,818       148             5.3     1,444       222            15.4

1988         2,922       159             5.4     1,431       254            17.7

1989         2,966       145             4.9     1,491       245            16.4

1990         2,807       150             5.3     1,443       264            18.3

1991         2,618       196             7.5     1,365       260            19.0

1992         2,657       194             7.3     1,424       320            22.5

1993         2,798       184             6.6     1,351       290            21.5

1994         2,750       172             6.3     1,374       271            19.7

1995         2,602       187             7.2     1,398       264            18.9

1996         2,606       156             6.0     1,346       228            16.9

1997         2,326       200             8.6     1,318       264            20.0

1998         2,521       174             6.9     1,338       254            19.0

1999         2,421       191             7.9     1,305       244            18.7

2000         2,471       173             7.0     1,267       233            18.4

2001         2,459       188             7.6     1,273       265            20.8

2002         2,310       150             6.5     1,254       247            19.7

2003         2,374       168             7.1     1,215       238            19.6

2004         2,236       140             6.3     1,150       213            18.5

Table 2. Percent of 18 Year Olds Entering StFX 1983-2004, 

Other Nova Scotia & Nova Scotia Total

            Number                               Total

           of Live                              Number

            Births                             of Live     Total

          in Other    Number                    Births  Entering

              Nova   Entered      Other Nova   in Nova      StFX

            Scotia      StFX          Scotia    Scotia      from     Nova Scotia

          18 Years   from of  Participation:  18 Years      Nova  Participation:

Year       Earlier  Other NS       % at StFX   Earlier    Scotia       % at StFX

________  ________  ________  ______________  ________  ________  ______________

1983         11298        77              .7    16,524       384            2.32

1984         10299        61              .6    15,220       409            2.69

1985          9793        72              .7    14,312       399            2.79

1986          9426        62              .7    13,774       386            2.80

1987          9356        85              .9    13,618       386            2.84

1988          9806        86              .9    14,159       437            3.09

1989          9793        92              .9    14,250       421            2.95

1990          9286        94             1.0    13,536       449            3.32

1991          9306        93             1.0    13,289       463            3.48

1992          8860        78              .9    12,941       529            4.09

1993          8970        72              .8    13,119       474            3.61

1994          8697        89             1.0    12,821       469            3.66

1995          8374        97             1.2    12,374       471            3.80

1996          8596        96             1.1    12,548       447            3.56

1997          8762       160             1.8    12,406       559            4.50

1998          8510       177             2.1    12,369       605            4.89

1999          8353       147             1.8    12,079       582            4.82

2000          8587       169             2.0    12,325       575            4.67

2001          8669       231             2.7    12,401       684            5.52

2002          8814       250             2.8    12,378       647            5.23

2003          8861       274             3.1    12,450       680            5.46

2004          8972       262             2.9    12,358       615            4.98

Looking Ahead

Given the past experience, and given that we already know the birth rates, what does the future hold for StFX in terms of the number of 18 year-olds who will be of university age in the next decade?  Table 3 shows the number of 18 year-olds in each category, what our shortfall would be if StFX participation rates remain as they are in 2004, and if we ignore in-and out-migration flows.

Table 3.  Projections to 2014
	Year
	Cape Breton
	Eastern NS
	Other NS
	Total NS

	2004  Number 18s
	2,236
	1,150
	8,972
	12,358

	StFX Students
	140
	213
	262
	615

	StFX Part. Rate
	6.3
	18.5
	2.9
	5.0

	
	
	
	
	

	2014  Number 18s
	1,733
	  836
	8,004
	10,573

	Decline in 18s (%) 
	-22.5
	-27.3
	-10.8
	-14.4

	StFX Students 2014
	109
	155
	232
	496

	
	
	
	
	

	Shortfall
	31
	58
	30
	119


Note that the declines in the number of 18 year-olds continues through to 2014 and is particularly drastic in the Eastern NS category with a decline of 27.3%; Cape Breton is next with a decline of 22.5% while the rest of mainland Nova Scotia has a decline of 10.8%.  
If participation rates remain constant the line “StFX Students 2014” indicates the number of students we would get given the decreased size of the 18 year-old population.  The final line indicates the shortfall that StFX would experience.
The shortfall, if we were trying to maintain our undergraduate enrolment at 4,000, would be a total of 119 students in the entry class of 2014.  Over a ten year period that means that we need to recruit on average about 12 extra students each year from out-of-province.  Put in those terms, the data are not disturbing.  Indeed since there is an overall increase in participation rates, it would appear that there is little cause for alarm.  Becoming a national university does imply, however, that StFX should continue to recruit vigorously for top quality out-of-province and international students.
