
Christianity and Science – Catholic Studies  
 

Essay Topics 
 
Note: Treat essays as if they were reports for an employer. They must be technically well 
presented (e.g., concerning spelling, grammar and print quality), clearly organized and 
well-written, and handed in on time.  
 
Instructions:  
 
* Length: approx 2,500 words (3,000 words max). The essay is worth 30% of the final grade. 
* All essays must be typed and employ a consistent style for format and references, suitable to 
research in the humanities. Hint: use a recent issue of a scholarly journal for models for style, 
structure and references.  
* All essays must involve a careful presentation and analysis of 1 or 2 texts, and a discussion 
and evaluation of the arguments and conclusions of these texts. You must not use sources 
other than the assigned reading and (if needed) a dictionary. 
 
Due: November 19, 9 am. 
 
Choose one of the following topics. 
 
1. Is religion compatible with science? 
2. Is the existence of miracles compatible with science? 
3. Is “intelligent design” a religious belief or is it scientific?  
 
A cautionary note concerning plagiarism: 
Plagiarism is a serious academic offense, and has, as a maximum penalty, immediate dismissal 
from the university. Students are expected to ensure that both written work and oral 
presentations respect this regulation. In this course, assignments with any plagiarism will be 
given a grade of 0, there will be no opportunity to redo the assignment, and the Dean will be 
notified. If you have any questions on this, see me. 
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