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Volume 14 of the Cultural Heritage and Contemporary Changes series published by the Council for Research in Values and Philosophy is the second dedicated to one of the least studied Central and Eastern European country, Romania. Under the editorship of Marin Calin and Magdalena Dumitrana, it reunites contributions on the goals of education, values and education and the structures of education in post-communist Romania. Magdalena Dumitrana writes on “Education and Moral Reconstruction” and proposes a new model for moral education in post-communist countries. Romita B. Iucu, in her “Religion and Religious Education,” reviews the recent changes that brought religious education to the curriculum and the role religion can play in post-communist education. The chapter on “Values and Education: A Romanian Axiological Perspective,” signed by Marin Aiftinca, presents some Romanian contributions to axiology and discussion on value. In his “Moral Values, Moral Development and Education,” Marin Calin examines the role of moral values as goals and means of education, the concept of moral education and its components and the system of moral education methods in schools. Catalina Ulrich writes on “Romanian Education: Its Evolution and Reform” from the establishment of universal education in the nineteenth century to the communist period (1948-1989) and the post-communist reform policies affecting education. In her chapter on “Family and Education” Adina Vrasmas highlights the importance of family for defining fundamental values in Romania, and the impact of recent reform strategies on the status of women and the social and psychological dimensions of family life. The volume concludes with the chapter on “Minorities, Culture and Education” signed by Anca Butuca, which details the relations between the Romanian Christian Orthodox majority and the country’s ethnic minorities, the legislative framework for the protection of minority rights and the need to reflect the country’s ethnic pluralism in its educational system.

This is a welcome addition both to the literature on post-communist transformation and to the body of research on Romania. It is valuable because it gives voice to Romanian scholars, educators and philosophers pondering on issues affecting their country. The volume might be of interest to philosophers seeking to understand the Romanian contribution to axiology, to educators searching comprehensive treatments of educational reforms in that country and the particular issues (ethnic pluralism, traditional values centered on family and Church) that reforms must address if wishing to be successful, to political scientists trying to discern the implications of educational public policies in Romania and to religion scholars interested in that country’s religious diversity and religious public education. However, as any edited volume, this one gathers contributions of unequal value, which distance themselves either in the breath of the research they base their arguments on or in their command of the English language. While some chapters provide valuable information on Romania, its educational system and religious and ethnic diversity, others remain rather general and ungrounded discussions of uncertain relevance for that part of the world. While some authors bring pertinent insights to the study of communist and post-communist contexts, others fall too easily prey to Romanian myth and reproduce without challenging interpretations based more on conviction that historical fact. Ironically, this is probably the most urgent reform the Romanian education system must undergo: the demythization of the Romanian history as taught in schools, which for so long has extolled the real and imagined virtues of the Romanian Christian Orthodox majority and has penalized, minimized and ridiculed the contributions of ethnic and religious minorities.
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