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Why should I be just? Why should I be moral? (Justice is at least a part of morality)

Is justice a compromise? Is it something that is also good for itself?
What is Justice?

One of Plato’s definitions: “it is related to the ‘function’ of human beings (our psyche/soul)”

· We are more just than just our physical selves(soul/consciousness)

· We choose, we don’t always act on instinct like other animals do.

· When we guide ourselves with excellence (choices allow us to grow and be happy), we are successful humans.

· So, justice and morality are tied to a larger question – about HUMAN NATURE.

Aristotle:

· 384-322 BCE

· He was a student of Plato

· Born in Thrace (northern Greece)

· Father Nichomachus – Court Physician to Phillip of Macedonia (Father of Alexander the Great).

· Joined the Academy, and he studied under Plato

· Author of lectures, but most texts and notes were edited after his death.

· He wrote many texts on a variety of genres (looked at facts and phenomena)

· He got Alexander to send him information from different places.

· Aristotle was Alexander’s teacher for 5 years.

· Returned to Athens

· Ran away when people started to react to him the same way they reacted  to Socrates (Aristotle didn’t want the same fate as Socrates)

How should we look at Aristotle’s Ethics?

General Comments

· Connected with Politics and life in Society (Ethics is a big part of social science)

1. A PRACTICAL SCIENCE: Any kind of organized systematic area of study and research. (Ex: natural sciences, earth sciences, theoretical sciences, social sciences, etc...)

- Theory is always subordinate to practice: If a theory doesn’t work (isn’t true) when you put it to the test, it can’t be true. Knowledge is tied to practice.

DOING, not just KNOWING

2. EXPERIMENTAL/EMPIRICAL: Is not the same as other sciences.

No one is altogether mistaken; you can find evidence from people who disagree with you. Aristotle studied what other people had to say about things.

Precision is relative to the subject matter at hand.

· Mathematics is not truer than biology because they are different subject matter.

               Different methods = Different truths.

3. TELEOLOGICAL: (telos = end purpose)

Everything has a purpose/goal/function attached to it.

Human being have a purpose (What is it?)

BOOK 1 

Aristotle is talking about the ‘end’ – the goal or purpose –of human life. Everything acts for some end/purpose and so do humans. Different activities have different ends still, some ‘ends’ are ‘superior’ to others (ends apart from the actions (ex: instrumental goals)).  
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Speculative philosophy: Aims at answering big, ethical questions such as do human beings know anything at all? Is there good or evil?
Critical philosophy: The task of looking at philosophers who have tried to answer big questions, includes arguments and reasoning.

Most of what we have studied and will study is critical philosophy.

We have looked at Socrates attempt to find the definition of justice.

Now, Aristotle attempts to answer the question of what is morality? Justice is a part of morality. Is it good for its consequence? Good in itself? Does it have value?

Aristotle attempts to answer these questions using texts from Nicomachean Ethics, which on a whole focuses on happiness. We will be focusing on Books I and II.
Ethics is a science, or a systematic way of studying a topic.

3 Principles of Aristotle’s Ethics

1. Practical Discipline
2. Empirical Science
3. Teleological 
Looking at human beings over time, what is distinctive about humans is out psyches or mind. Other traits such as eating and sleeping we have in common with other living beings. Not all beings, however, have capacity for emotion. Uniquely, we have capacity for self-reflection and individual aspirations. I.e. cats can’t choose to become something.

Ethics is based on nature. Different natures entail different activities, different functions. The kind of being you are influences goals, activities. We all seek certain things, we are different in nature as we can pursue different goals.

Aristotle says we all commonly seek:

-friends/relationships

-life, staying alive

-knowledge

-stability/security

Everyone seeks certain things.

Humanity is like all other organisms in nature. Everything is striving towards some purpose, and this purpose is …..

But, to achieve their purpose, human beings must behave in certain ways.

Book I

Aristotle is talking about the “end”—the goal/purpose of human life. Everything acts for some end/purpose, and humans do as well. I.e. whenever you act, it is in order to do something.

Is there a highest/ultimate end [for human beings]?

Aristotle says yes.
Different human ends can be ranked.

1. Achieved purposes are better than their activity alone. There are different ends i.e. short-term/long-term goals, some are more important to us than others.

2. If there is something which is not pursued for the sake of another, then it is the highest good.

3. And since we do rank ends/purposes, there must be a highest end or purpose

Everything else would be a means to the highest end. SO, the ‘highest end’ is one which is not pursued for the sake of another. This ‘highest end’ is the same for all human beings, because we all have the same nature. And this ‘end’ is distinctive to all humans—and is reflected in what we do i.e. what our function is.

 The end that humans seek is ‘the good’. We call is happiness—eudaimonia(leading a fulfilling life).
But, there is some disagreement about what exactly this happiness amounts to.

SO, how do we get there?

Requires knowledge about human nature. Something that satisfies us physical and intellectually.

To get happiness requires both physical excellence and intellectual excellence. 
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