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DEPARTMENT OR 
INTERDISCIPLINARY PROGRAM COMMENTS

Catholic Studies The Catholic Studies program provides a focused, interdisciplinary liberal 

arts education that embodies the principles that inspired the University 

and re�ects the values of the Xaverian tradition. The Majors and General 

programs score above average for history. The programs scores 

signi!cantly below average for both external and internal demand as it 

relates to enrolment.  Catholic Studies has far fewer course enrolments 

than any discipline o"ering a Major, and it produces signi!cantly fewer 

graduates. The report provides limited evidence to demonstrate how this 

trend can be reversed. Evidence demonstrates the program bene!ts from 

dedicated, high quality faculty who make a signi!cant contribution to 

the academic life of the University. Revenue is small and far below 

average. The report presents ideas for how to develop Catholic Studies 

through an interdisciplinary Honours BA, a distance education certi!cate, 

and the Coady, but it is not clear how these ideas would produce 

increased demand for the Catholic Studies Majors or General academic 

programs. While it is important that the University continue to respect 

and support Catholic Studies as a scholarly discipline and o"er dedicated 

courses, there is no evidence that the programs should be administered 

separately outside of Religious Studies. Both the Majors and General 

programs are unsustainable, and candidates for administrative 

reorganization as their courses can be o"ered as a stream or concentra-

tion within Religious Studies. This administrative change would still 

enable a#liated faculty members to continue to contribute to the rich 

tradition of Catholic scholarship on campus. The program reports that 

there may be the possibility of an endowment for this unit; this should 

be pursued as a mechanism to support Catholic Studies research and 

learning.  Opportunities presented for other models of delivery of 

Catholic Studies content (e.g., Interdisciplinary Honours BA and distance 

certi!cates) should also be explored. 

PROGRAM CATEGORY

General courses Unsustainable

Majors Unsustainable


