Things to know …..

Description/definition of philosophy and the traditional divisions of philosophy

Definition of

· Logic 
· Discourse – and its kinds (narration, description, explanation, argument)
· 'argument' 
· statements

· statements and sentences
· Statement Form (e.g., conjunction, disjunction, conditional)
· Statements and Necessary Truth

· Contradiction, consistency and inconsistency

How to spot an argument, and “indicator words.” 

· Ability to identify statements, arguments, premises, conclusions, etc., in examples

What is a good argument? (general introduction)

· Content and form (method)
Background to Socrates

- 3 phases of Greek thought – mytho-poetic phase (cf Homer); pre-Socratics, sophists & rhetoric; Socrates and the Socratic problem
Plato’s Apology
- Socratic method

- description of the scenario presented in the Apology
- the major charges, and Socrates’s responses to them
- the use of irony, analogy, etc

- the principal philosophical arguments in the Apology (on harm, on death, on the relation of knowledge and virtue)
Etc.
Deduction and Induction


Some general characteristics


validity, soundness, cogency/strength

Ethical “relativism” (individual subjectivism and cultural subjectivism)

- arguments for

- arguments against

Issues related to definition


Vagueness, ambiguity, verbal and factual disputes, kinds of definition

