Jennifer Connors

Direct Instruction: Giving Directions

Grade 6, Flight

20 minutes

Alright now that we have finished our introductory activity of observing the wings of dragonflies, we will now move into our actual activity of trying to figure out how wing size affects flight. Believe it or not we will be making paper airplanes this morning. Not only will we be making paper airplanes but we will also be flying these planes. To complete this activity I will need total cooperation from each of you. Can I have all eyes watching me at this point? (Wait a few seconds until all students are attending) It’s very important that we listen to the directions, otherwise you may miss something important which will prevent you from participating in the exciting part……….flying these airplanes. In the middle of your table you will find several pieces of paper. At this point, I would ask you not to touch this paper (this reminder may have to come earlier if students are playing with the paper) At this point does anyone have any questions?
Before we begin the first step in the construction of these airplanes, I would ask that you identify the person in your group whose name falls first alphabetically. This person will be the group leader. (Wait time 10 second) Please raise your hands if your group has not been able to identify this person. (Possible problems may include Amandas in the same group)  If you are in a group with two Amandas and this name falls first alphabetically, please use the last names, for example, MacQuarrie and Pickard. Now that we have identified the leader, we will begin our first step.
Leaders please pass one piece of paper from the centre of the table to each member. The first step in construction of the plane is to fold your piece of paper in half lengthwise. BUT before you do this I have to be sure that you know how to fold lengthwise. If you imagine that this piece of chart paper is your piece of paper, you will see where the fold line falls. Any questions? Please proceed with folding your paper. 

The second step in constructing this airplane is to fold down the top right and left corners. Please watch me as I demonstrate with this larger piece of paper. If you are wondering if this was done correctly ask yourself, does my piece of paper resemble a house?
Everyone I need your undivided attention for a few more minutes. The last and final step in this process will have us fold our “house” in half lengthwise, remember lengthwise from the first step. (Anticipate some students may have their flaps on the inside rather than the outside). Remember for this fold your flaps have to be visible. Visible means you can see the flaps, they are not tucked between the two pieces of paper. If you are unsure if you have done this correctly, please look at your neighbor’s piece of paper to ensure they look similar. 
We are now finished this piece of the activity. Here is an example of what your airplane should look like. Does anyone have an airplane which looks very different from the others at your table? If you do, please raise your hand and I’ll visit your table. While I’m doing this I would ask the rest of you to label your airplane with your name. Leaders please pick up the worksheets on the front table which will assist with the remainder of the activity.
