LESSON PLAN 
DATE:  September 15, 2006

NAME: J. Connors
GRADE: Grade 3



TOPIC: Plant Growth & Changes
TIME: 45 minutes

A. LESSON PURPOSE:  The overall purpose of this lesson is to help students become more familiar with the nature and characteristics of seeds and their place in relation to germination and growing conditions.
B. STUDENT OUTCOMES:  Students will be expected to place seeds in groups according to one or more attributes. Students will be expected to observe and describe changes, using written language, pictures, and charts that occur through the life cycle of a flowering plant.
C. PRIOR KNOWLEDGE: Students have a basic understanding of plants, differences between plants, and their needs. But students may not be aware of the wide variety of types of seeds and their potential characteristics.
D.  LESSON: Set (10 minutes) – To begin the lesson, I will arrange students in groups of 5 or 6 and display on the overhead a “Who Am I” brain teaser. Students will be given 2-3 minutes to consider the answer to the question. Without answering the brain teaser, I will then declare everyone in the class officially a seed scientist or botanist. Each group will be given a bag of seeds to study. The seeds will be placed on a paper plate in the centre of each table. Students will be encouraged to observe the seeds, identifying special characteristics about the seeds. I will reinforce for students the importance of following directions and being respectful while working in groups. After exploring the seeds through touch and sight, students will be asked to decide on one attribute or quality (give an example) in which they could use to group or classify their seeds. 

Development of the lesson (25 minutes) – All students will be provided with a classification sheet, whereby seeds will be grouped according to size, color, shape, edible. See sheet attached. Students will work together to classify their seeds. I will float among the groups assisting and facilitating where needed. Once students have completed their classifications, the whole group will share their findings, facilitated by teacher. Findings will be recorded on a large piece of flipchart paper.

Closure (10 minutes) – In order to solidify the intended outcomes of the lesson, I will read the Trellis and the Seed.  By hearing this story, students will begin to think about the larger role that seeds play in plant growth. The following questions will be asked to leave students pondering: Do all seeds change? Do all seeds become flowers? 
E. MATERIALS:  Who Am I brainteaser overhead, 6 plastic bags containing various kinds of seeds, paper plates, flipchart paper, markers, 33 classification sheets, The Trellis and the Seed  book.
F. AUTHENTIC STUDENT ASSESSMENT:  Assess students’ ability to classify seeds using the classification sheet. Through conversation I will record on “post it” notes students understanding of characteristics and classification.
G. PROFESSIONAL GROWTH TARGET:  To ensure that I captivate the attention of all students during the set of the lesson. To ensure my closure returns to and summarizes my students’ learning.

H. REFLECTION ON LESSON AND FOLLOW UP: Conducted in the post conference with Ms. McPhee.
Name:____________

SEED CLASSIFICATION

Using pictures or words, classify your seeds in the following ways:

	COLOR



	SIZE



	SHAPE



	EDIBLE (can you eat them?)




Who Am I?

At my largest size I can be found in palm trees. At my smallest size I am found in orchids. I can weigh up to 20 kilograms.
