Partitioning
Use Cuisenaire rods to explore partitions of various numbers.
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What types of activities could you create with these Cuisenaire rods to help students understand how numbers are partitioned?

Explore the use of linking blocks for partitioning as well. What activities might students engage in to deepen their understanding of partitioning?

Could two-colour counters and ten-frames also be used to explore partitioning? How?
Benchmarks
It is important for students to have anchors or “benchmarks” of 5 and ten to understand number relationships. Explore the use of 5 frames and 10 frames to establish benchmarks. 
[image: image2.png]


[image: image3.png]



What kinds of activities might you provide for young students to help them develop these important benchmarks?
Other than using ten-frames and five-frames, how can you help children to establish benchmarks?

Spatial Relationships
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For children to have a spatial relationship for number, it means they can easily recognize a number of items without counting. Examine the dot card sheets. Brainstorm ideas on how these dot cards can be used to help students develop an understanding of spatial relationships for numbers.

Do you think some dot patterns are easier to recognize than others? Which ones and why?

What other ideas can you think of that will help students to develop spatial relationships?

1 or 2 more, 1 or 2 less

Understanding number relationships involves “knowing your neighbours”. Knowing “1 or 2 more and 1 or 2 less” is a key idea for many activities that follow including adding and subtracting, counting on and counting back.
Examine the more-or-less cards from the BLMs in your text. How might you use these to create activities for students? 

Do you think these cards are helpful for developing an understanding of more or less? Explain.

What other activities do you think might support this kind of understanding?  For example, could you imagine using a hundreds chart or a number line? How would you create activities for these models?

