What I know, What I want to Know 
Outcomes: 
Students will be expected to
· Propose questions to investigate about how our body works, what its components are, and relate bodily changes, such as acne on the skin and growth of body hair, to growth and development (204-1, 301-8).
Materials:
· Chart paper

· Markers
· Legal Size File Folders

· Coloured paper (or strips of tag board)

· Envelopes

· Index cards

· Glue

· Tape 

· Scissors

Background Information:
· As a starting point to his unit, it is very important for teachers to build a n understanding of students’ prior knowledge of body systems and what is required for maintenance of a healthy body as well as to provide students with the opportunity to propose further questions to further investigate the science of the human body and how the body systems work together. 
· As part of the grade 4 health education curriculum, students were expected to demonstrate knowledge of the digestive, excretory, skeletal, muscular, and nervous systems and their related organs; specifically exploring how the digestive and excretory systems process ford and how the skeletal, muscular and nervous systems work together to produce movement.
Engage:

In small groups, provide students with two different colors of markers and chart paper. Ask one group member to record the groups’ ideas and understandings of the systems and organs that make up the human body, or have the group decide how they will share the work. This may look like taking jot notes of the groups’ ideas, designing a web, a diagram, or a flow chart of what they know about how the body works and its components. Students must use one color marker to represent these ideas. 
Explore: 
Ask students to then use another color marker and record actions that humans need to take to promote and maintain the health of these systems.
Explain: 
Have each group share their brainstorm with the class.
Extend: 


Post these chart papers around the room so as the unit unfolds, the understandings or misunderstandings can be referred to and discussed. Encourage students to think in terms of what humans need to maintain a healthy body throughout the life stages (baby, child, teenager, and adult). Do they think the needs remain the same?
Apply:


Ask students to think about what they want to know about how the humans body works and /or what is needed to maintain the health of our body systems. Students can record their questions on post-it notes to be revisited throughout the unit or in science journals.
*See Research Folder Info for organization method idea of file folders.

Research Folder:
Procedure:
1. Decide on topic for research.

2. Design front cover. Include title and illustration. Attach envelope for c.d., pictures, or other visual support materials.

3. Students generate 5 questions for research.

Record questions on coloured paper strips. (or tag board strips)
Tape questions on inside cover. (Consider’W5 & How’ questions)

4. Students research each question. Record answers on colour coded paper. (or tag board strips).
5. Include bibliography information on index card attacherd to inside cover. (Consider limiting thie to 3 print resources. Consider the role of computer research. Consider the rloe of people – friends and family- as resources). 

6. Consider the method of presentation: On back cover of folder students may explain their method of presentation: oral presentation, story board, diorama, poem, storytelling , report, poster, mini lesson to class, audio visual presentation, collage, milk carton presentation, board game, dramatic play, reader’s theatre, etc…

7. Consider the method of assessment. (see rubric)

*Note: This folder can be modified to suit your own purposes, depending on how in depth you want to investigate this topic.

Research Folder Instructions

(using legal size file folder)
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1. Student Checklist:

Student Checklist
Check off the following things once you have included them in your research project.

( Do I have a title?

( Do I have 5 questions?

( Have I listed where I found my information?

( Did I put a picture on the cover?

( Have I answered my questions in complete sentences?
( Have I included a tape, CD, or pictures with more information?
( Is my name on the project?

( What is the most exciting thing I learned?
2. Method of Presentation:

Name:__________________________________________
Method of Presentation:

( Story Board

(Poem

( Board Game

( Dramatic Play

( Reader’s Theatre

( Story Telling
( Diorama
( Oral Presentation
( Collage
( Audio Visual Presentation
( Report
( Poster
( Mini Lesson To Class
3. Assessment Rubric:






Assessment Rubric:
1. Organization/ Neatness

1
2
3
4
5

The project has all the required elements. Student has taken their time and done their best work. 

Questions and answers are on coordination colors, pictures are drawn with care, handwriting/ printing it neat. 

2. Content



1
2
3
4
5

The project picked is relevant to the topic. Questions are open ended and answers are complete and show a wide range of learning.

3. Extent or Research 


1
2
3
4
5

Student has used a variety of research tools for their project including books, internet, friends and teacher supplied resources.

4. Effort



1
2
3
4
5

The student has used their class time wisely. They cooperated with others and share information when appropriate. Project was done on time.
5. Self Assessment


1
2
3
4
5

I enjoyed doing this project and learned a lot about the topic. I did my best work and feel I used my class time wisely. This was my best effort. 
Arena that I could improve upon for next time would include:

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

