Tooth Detective
Outcomes:
Students will be expected to:

· describe the structure and function of the major organs of the digestive system (302-5).
Materials:

· Styrofoam plates

· Scissors

· Pen

Procedure:

Engage – Start the class with a discussion of the digestive system and how there are different parts of the digestive system. Ask students if they can name off parts of the digestive system, eventually a student will get to teeth, if not suggest the idea that maybe teeth are the first step in digestion. Then ask the students why teeth are important, what are teeth for and why do we need them?

Explore – Tell students that since teeth are so important we are going to examine all of our own teeth to discover some things about them. Give students the following instructions:

1. Cut the Styrofoam plates into 6 equal pie pieces (enough so that each student can have two pieces).

2. Place 2 of the pieces together, one on top of the other, and cut 1 inch (2.5cm) from the pointed end of both pieces and discard the cutoff ends.

3. Put the remaining pieces into your mouth. Push them in as far as possible while still being comfortable.

4. Bite down on the pieces firmly and remove them.

5. Use the pen to label the upper piece “TOP TEETH” and the lower piece “BOTTOM TEETH”

6. Examine the teeth impressions

Explain – Ask the students what they just did? Why might it be important? What is this similar to in the dentist office (students with braces would know). Have students write down on a piece of paper the answers to the following questions:

How many teeth are there in the top impression? How many teeth are there in the bottom impression? What features of the impressions are useful to tell the top teeth from the bottom teeth? How are the teeth different? Is there anything special about them?

Extend – Discuss with students the fact that there were different shapes of the impressions they made and why this might be? Introduce students to the concept of the different kinds of teeth in the human mouth that are below and ask students to guess which imprint belongs to which tooth.
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Apply – After students have identified the impressions made by each kind of tooth on their bite plates, have students compare their plates with other students (do not touch as they have been in other peoples mouths). Have students compare questions and see who has interesting and cool features (like missing teeth or teeth growing in) about their mouth.

