Software Evaluation

There are two things you need to know about Software Evaluation:

· Criteria for judging effective software

· How to find valid software reviews

Judging effective software is a big problem for one teacher or one school because they simply do not have the time or money to peruse all of the software that is out there.

To find software reviews, you need to search reliable and unbiased teacher resources. These may include:

Departments of Education of Universities, provinces, and states.

Educational Organizations

Commercial Publishers of Magazines carry reviews

Shareware reviews and download sites

Discussions from Listservs, Newsgroups, Chats, and MOOs.

Provincial departments of education where you plan to teach are usually good places to start. The Nova Scotia Department of Education Learning Resources and Technology has the following site to offer: http://WWW.EDnet.NS.Ca/educ/program/lrt/eval/index.html  They have a listing of recommended software, evaluation forms, as well as a demo and lending laboratory whereby teachers can order or use the software for review.

Check out Canadian Education on the Web 

Our own resource center has a limited number of educational software available for review. The Integration of Computers into the Curriculum Project resulted in the following purchases for Dr. John Hugh Regional H.S. and the St. F.X.U. Education Department. See more detail on English, Math, Chemistry, and biology software for the project

Next you may wish to send for a free catalog from The International Society for Technology in Education (ISTE). They produce the Learning and Leading With Technology Magazine which you should read in our Library for software reviews. A great resource is their 1998 Software Review Publication that can be ordered from: http://www.iste.org/Publications/Books/SoftwarePreviewGuide/ for $18.00 US.

PC Magazine has a Shareware Review Site that is easy to search: http://www.zdnet.com/swlib/home.html  Click on options and fill in the keyword such as geography and ask only for 4-5 star ratings. You may download the software to try it and then pay the nominal fee if you wish to keep it.

Check Ron MacKinnon's Ed. Software Site and his Math software site for lots of additional places to look for software and reviews. Check out quality Educational Publishers and ask for free catalogues to be sent to you. Sometimes they will also send you demo versions.

Other sites:

Listing of Educational Software Companies - Educational Software Publishers



 HYPERLINK "http://www.ucc.uconn.edu/~wwwpcse/wcool.html" 

Way Cool Software Reviews



Assignment:

For your Portfolio, Part # 5, find five top rated software products in your area and grade level. For each software item, report the review in point form stating the:

PROGRAM IDENTIFICATION DATA – i.e. title, company, platform, pricing, etc.

EVALUATION CATEGORIES and CRITERIA - level, type of instruction (CAI, drill and practice, etc), summary evaluation (give source of review URL) 

OTHER INFORMATION - other pertinent comments (use N.S. LRT Evaluation Form as a guide)
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